Atty Dkt. No: DURE-029 CON 
USSN: 10/681,622 



Remarks 

Formal Matters: 

Claims 1-27 are currently pending in the application. 
Claims 1, 3, 11, 14, and 16 are amended. 
Claims 21-27 are cancelled without prejudice and disclaimer. 
Claims 28-34 are newly added. 

Claims 1-20 and 28-34 remain pending in the application with entry of this Amendment. 

Applicants, by way of the present Amendment, have amended claims 1, 3, 1 1, 14 and 16 
in order to recite the invention with greater particularity. In addition, claims 21-27 have been 
canceled, and new claims 28-34 have been added. More specifically, claims 21-27, drawn to the 
methods of nonelected Groups II and III, have been cancelled without prejudice and disclaimer. 
Cancellation of these claims is not in acquiescence to any pending or anticipated grounds of 
rejection, and applicants expressly reserve their right to bring the claims again in other related 
applications. In addition, claims 1, 3, 1 1, 14 and 16 have been amended. More particularly, 
claim 1 has been amended to remove unnecessary language from the claim, and to better recite 
the relationship between the recited catheter elements. Support for the amendments to claim 1 
can be found in the claim as originally filed and throughout the specification, for example at 
Paragraphs [0006] through [0009]; [0012] through [0019]; [0051]; [0056]; [0064] through 
[0066]; and [0068] through [0075]. Claims 3, 11, 14 and 16 have merely been amended to 
remove further unnecessary language, and/or to reflect the changes made to claim 1 and thereby 
preserve proper antecedence. Accordingly, no new matter has been added by way of the 
amendments to claims 1,3, 11, 14 and 16, and the entry thereof is respectfully requested. 
Finally, new claims 28-34 have been added to recite the elected invention with greater 
particularity. Support for the new claims can be found throughout the specification and claims as 
originally filed, for example in the specification at Paragraphs [0068] through [0069]; [0073] 
through [0074]; and [0086] through [0088]. Accordingly, no new matter is added by way of new 
claims 28-34, and applicants respectfully request the entry thereof 
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Restriction Requirement: 

The Office has required election of one of the following groups of claims: 



I: Claims 1-20, drawn to a catheter and a drug delivery system, classified in class 
604, subclass 523; 

II: Claims 21-23, drawn to a method of drug delivery, classified in class 604, subclass 
508; and 

III: Claims 24-27, drawn to a method of modifying a drug, classified in class 128, 
subclass 898. 



Applicants hereby elect to prosecute the claims of Group I, claims 1-20 without traverse. 
In addition, new claims 38-34 are included with the Group I claims. 



Election of Species: 

The Office has required election of one of the following species: 



Species A: a catheter; 

Species B: a patch; 

Species C: a ring-like structure; and 

Species D: a bulb-like structure. 

In response, applicants hereby elect for searching purposes only catheters comprising the 
Species A (a catheter, e.g., a conduit-type modifying element). The election is without traverse. 
Applicants note that the instant Species Election is for initial searching pxuposes only, and 
reserve their right to have other non-elected species examined on the allowance of a generic 
claim. 
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Claims readable upon the elected Species 

Applicants submit that the following claims are readable upon the elected Species A and 
are within the claims of Group 1: claims 1-8; 16-20; and 28-34. In addition, claims 1-7, 16-20 
and 28-34 are generic to the elected Species A. 



Conclusion 



Applicants submit that the pending claims define an invention that is both novel and 
nonobvious over the cited art, and thus all pending claims are in condition for allowance. 
Acknowledgement of this by the Office in the form of an early allowance is thus respectfiiUy 
requested. In addition, if the Examiner contemplates any other action, or if a telephone 
conference would expedite allowance of the claims, applicants invite the Examiner to contact the 
undersigned at (408) 777-4915. 

The appropriate fee is attached or authorized. If the Commissioner determines that an 
additional fee is necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees 
associated with this communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-1953. 
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RespectfiiUy submitted, 

\ 
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homas P. McCracken 
Registration No. 38,548 

For and on behalf of 
DURECT CORPORATION 
10240 BubbRoad 
Cupertino, CA 95014 
Phone: (408) 777-4915 
Fax: (408) 777-3577 



Date: 3 January 2005 
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